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Nothing is impossible

A teacher out of choice.

That is me. The profession

chose me and not the

other way round. Ever

since | can remember |

have played with my little

blackboard and my piece

of chalk (not that any relative would induce

me to it or even be in the same profession!),

and | would teach German to my neighbour,

or pretend | was in front of a classroom. | just

loved the feeling. The truth is that teaching

would not leave me, but on the contrary offer

me a whole new world. It has opened doors

that | would have never dreamt of. And since |

have finished university | have been teaching

English to elementary school children, those

little delicate innocent human beings. And |

truly understood and felt that teaching is the

most rewarding profession, the best one |

could ever have chosen. It implies a huge re-

sponsibility since we are guiding and modeling

future generations. But it is also an inspiring
duty, with hope for a better world.

As a matter of fact, teaching has not only
inspired me and challenged me into using
constantly my imagination to find new ways of
teaching; it has also enabled me to make true
another passion: Japan.

So, when | was
first told | had
the chance to
come to Japan,...
| just couldn’t
believe my luck.
Around 13 years
ago started my
interest in this fascinating and completely
different culture. And since then, | had always
hoped somehow to make it to Japan. Imagine
my surprise when December 2003 a friend
told me there was a special scholarship for
teachers to come to Japan. | went to the
Japanese Embassy in Argentina and inquired
about it. During my summer holidays (mid
December to February) | thought about it and
was sure, that somehow that scholarship

9% o

INFANTE, CRISTINA MARCELA
AYT7707 VURT«4F+ RIVES)

would be mine. So, in March 2004 | applied
for it. Lots of papers to get. Health checkups.
Examinations to take. Work everyday. By May |
had my interview and the last day of July (the
end of my two-weeks winter holiday) | received
a call from the Embassy telling me that |
not only had the scholarship but that my
departure was the 4" of October. Needless to
say all the things that had to be done and ar-
ranged while still working at school everyday.
My adventure was only starting. | departed
from Argentina on Monday and finally arrived
at Kansai Airport on Wednesday evening.
And ever since | have arrived in Japan, | have
been hypnotized by its culture, its people,
its beauty. And my luck could not have been
better, since the most beautiful city of Japan,
Kyoto, became my home for this year and a
half.

This scholarship has and still is giving me
more than just a professional improvement
(I am researching on the use of computers
as a tool in the elementary foreign language
classroom) ...Oh dear... much more than that,
it is giving me lots of friends from all the
corners of this beautiful planet; the possibil-
ity of experiencing lots of things | have always
wanted to learn; lots of chances | would have
never dare to dream about.

The more | travel,
the more | listen to
people, the more
| learn about this
world; is the more
| see how similar

we all are, how we
all suffer, how we all enjoy ourselves, how we
love... | see and fully and deeply understand
how the same we all are. Cultures may differ
according to history and environment adapt-
ability, but we are all still the same. And that
is why | do hope there will come a time when
we all fully understand this obvious statement
but with our hearts, so as to stop indifference,
to stop wars, to stop using religion and fron-
tiers as a means of differentiating from each
other; and to start caring about the millions of



children that die everyday - because of hun-
ger, thirst or mere lack of knowledge -, to start
caring about people and about this unique
place called Earth. Let us use all the power
we have as teachers, as guides to help future
generations to make things possible. | know
this sounds pretty much like a utopia, and
that people “may say | am dreamer, but I'm
not the only one.” | could not agree more and
wish as much as John Lennon. Dreams can
come true. And, as far as | can see, | am live
proof that everything we really wish with our
hearts is possible. Since nothing, absolutely
nothing is impossible. It is us, with our will and
desire that make everything possible.
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